   


Misguided Convenience 


The relationship between the characters Paul and Jeanne in the film Last Tango in Paris does not count as an instance of love.  Their relationship does not count as an instance of love because there was a lack of evaluation and stability in their encounters.  It is beyond the scope of my essay to evaluate the true meaning of love and there by use the true meaning of love as means to prove with certainty that Paul and Jeanne’s relationship is not an instance of love.  It is also beyond the scope of my essay to determine the exact nature of their relationship.  I will however argue that because of their lack of evaluation and stability, it dictates that their relationship is very unlikely to be an instance of love.


Paul was not in love with Jeanne.  Paul was not interested Jeanne’s age, cares, goals, personal interests, well-being outside or in side the apartment, or even her name.  Because he knew nothing of her outside of sex, he was not able, and did not evaluate her on choices she had made in her life, values she had based on life experiences, value she possessed, or interests she had out side of the bedroom.  Some might argue that the emotion Paul developed for Jeanne based on her behavior, personality, and time spent together is enough for his claiming to love her.  I am willing to reason that Paul felt an emotion for Jeanne, and probably a deep emotion, but his emotion is not sufficient to count as love.  Until the end of the film Paul does not express or exhibit any kind of love for Jeanne.  In fact he is clear about his desire to keep their relationship based completely on sex and involve nothing personal about each other.  At the end of the film he suddenly claims to love her, and wish’s to start a life with her.  Paul’s declaration that he loves Jeanne did not come because he learned something new about her, or just realized his love for her, but because of his desire to move on from his former life.  Paul’s ability to turn on and off his love for Jeanne immediately calls into question the stability of his proclaimed love, and therefore shows Paul’s emotion for Jean something that can appear one moment and leave the next. Paul did not love Jeanne because he did not evaluate Jeanne and any emotion he had for her cannot be counted as sufficient for love because of its instability.  


Jeanne also was not in love with Paul.  She knew absolutely nothing about him with which she could have evaluated his interests, values, goals, concerns, cares, or even well being.  One might argue though that she loved him because she desired to be with him and desired his well being based on the fact she saw some kind of virtue in him, and that spending time with him was enough to satisfy her love.  I contend that she was not given enough in their encounters to evaluate or understand if he had any virtue or not.  He said in the beginning of the film, everything I tell you could be a lie, you will never know.  While it stands to reason that in any relationship a partner is simply lying about everything they tell you, but Jeanne was unable to know even the basic information about him with which to judge if had virtue or not, everything she saw in his behavior could have been a lie for some cynical reason, therefore she was unable to ascertain if he had any virtue or not and could not have wanted to benefit him based on that virtue.  It is also arguable, as with Paul, that Jeanne experienced deep emotion with Paul, and that this emotion is enough to count as love.  As with Paul, the stability of Jeanne’s emotion or love is questionable.  Jeanne says that she loves Paul, but near the end of the film Jeanne drastically changes her mind about what she thinks her and Paul have together.  Once she finds out who Paul is, and what kind of a person he is, she tries to drink her horrified feelings away and then runs away from him in a final attempt to flee the situation.  Once she realizes that he will not give up pursuing her, she kills him with a gun.  As he lays on the floor dead, she recounts how she knew nothing about him.  After the end of the film it becomes clear that Jeanne’s deep emotion was misguided and unstable, in that it was there one moment and gone the next, and therefore not an emotion that could be counted as love.  What Jeanne had with Paul was not love in that she did not know enough about him, or at least know that anything about him was real or a lie.  Furthermore, what she did feel for him was not stable, hear one moment and gone the next.  Her inability to evaluate Paul and the lack of stability in what she felt makes the instance with Jeanne insufficient to count as love. 


Paul and Jeanne were not in love.  With both Paul and Jeanne were in a situation where they were unable to evaluate each other’s cares, goals, interests, well-being, values, or even just to know each other’s names or age.  Neither one knew if anything they were seeing was an act or not.  The only argument that could be made to explain them to be in love is an argument that they felt a deep emotion for each other.  But this argument falls apart after considering that with both people their deep emotions were unstable, able to come in moment and leave the next.  Their inability to evaluate each other and the lack of stability in their emotions for each other shows their relationship to be insufficient to count as love.

