FILM ESSAY III
Assignment: 

Choose one of the films listed below. Watch the film. Then answer one and only one of the following questions: 

· Someone might claim that abortion is never morally acceptable. Evaluate this claim in light of the abortions depicted in film 5 or 12. Are any of the abortions morally acceptable? Why or why not? Defend your answer in detail.
· Someone might claim that sex work is never morally acceptable. Evaluate this claim in light of the sex work depicted in film 2, 4, or 9. Is any of the sex work morally acceptable? Why or why not? Defend your answer in detail.
· Someone might claim that the victim of an alleged rape is responsible for being raped because he/she misled the rapist; that is, the victim tacitly consented and then withdrew that consent inappropriately, and thus either the victim was not raped or the rape was not morally wrong. Evaluate this claim in light of the depiction of rape in film 4, 9, or 11.
· Do any of the sexual activities depicted in film 1, 3, 6, 7, 8, or 10 qualify as perverted? Why or why not? Defend your answer in detail. (This will of course require that you first provide an argument for a particular view of the nature of sexual perversion.)
Note that we are not asking for a film review: do not simply summarize the film or a part of the film. Make a claim and defend it. Feel free to borrow ideas from the readings or class (if you do, be sure to put it in your own words – no quotations!). Your paper will be graded in light of the following two questions: 
i. Does the paper demonstrate an understanding of the relevant material? 
ii. Does the paper contain a well-defended argument for a clearly stated thesis? 
Keep in mind that it is not the conclusion you come to, but how you get there that counts. 

Write clearly and concisely. Do not BS, wander, or free-associate. In short, cut to the chase: everything you write should be essential for making your point – if it isn’t, don’t include it. Use examples (whenever possible, try to think of your own). And, as a general rule, do not use big words. 
The essay must be 2 or 3 double-spaced pages (between 750-1000 words). Write only your full name in the upper right corner of the first page. Staple all of the pages together. Do not include a cover page.
This assignment is worth up to 25 extra credit points. It is due by 5pm on Wednesday, July 11, 2007.
Films: 

1. The Secretary




7. Pillow Book
2. The Center of the World


8. TransAmerica
3. Crash (1996, D. Cronenberg)


9. Monster
4. Leaving Las Vegas 



10. Bitter Moon
5. Vera Drake




11. The Accused
6. The Cook, the Thief, His Wife, Her Lover
12. If These Walls Could Talk

Guidelines:
· See the guidelines in Film Essay I, which apply here as well.
