FILM ESSAY II
Assignment: 

Choose one of the films listed below. Watch the film. Then answer one and only one of the following questions: 

· Someone might claim that x and y’s being married is both necessary and sufficient for x and y’s sexual activity to be morally acceptable. 

· For film 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 7, 8, or 9 evaluate the necessity claim in light of non-marital sexual activity depicted in the film.
· For film 1, 4, 5, or 7 evaluate the sufficiency claim in light of the marital sexual activity depicted in the film.
· Someone might argue that some homosexual relationships are morally acceptable on the grounds that some people can realize certain goods (e.g., genuine romantic love and sexual fulfillment) only in homosexual relationships. Presumably, the homophobics depicted in films 1, 2, 3, and 10 disagree. Explain why they disagree (i.e., explain what reasons they would give and why). Finally, evaluate the homophobics’ position in light of one of these films.
· In films 1, 4, 5, 7, 8, and 9, at least one of the main characters engages in adultery. Have they done something morally wrong? Why or why not? (When answering these questions, be careful to distinguish moral wrongness from mere social, cultural, religious, personal, or legal unacceptability. If you do not feel comfortable with these distinctions, please choose one of the other essay questions.)
Note that we are not asking for a film review: do not simply summarize the film or a part of the film. Make a claim and defend it. Feel free to borrow ideas from the readings or class (if you do, be sure to put it in your own words – no quotations!). Your paper will be graded in light of the following two questions: 
i. Does the paper demonstrate an understanding of the relevant material? 
ii. Does the paper contain a well-defended argument for a clearly stated thesis? 
Keep in mind that it is not the conclusion you come to, but how you get there that counts. 

Write clearly and concisely. Do not BS, wander, or free-associate. In short, cut to the chase: everything you write should be essential for making your point – if it isn’t, don’t include it. Use examples (whenever possible, try to think of your own). And, as a general rule, do not use big words. 
The essay must be 2 or 3 double-spaced pages (between 750-1000 words). Write only your full name in the upper right corner of the first page. Staple all of the pages together. Do not include a cover page.

Films: 

1. Brokeback Mountain



6. The Magdalene Sisters
2. Before Night Falls



7. The Piano

3. Boys Don’t Cry




8. Damage

4. Ryan’s Daughter 



9. The English Patient

5. The Unbearable Lightness of Being

10. Philadelphia
Guidelines:
· See the guidelines in Film Essay I, which apply here as well.
