FILM ESSAY I
Assignment: 

Choose one of the films listed below. Watch the film. Then answer one and only one of the following questions: 

· Does the relationship or relationships depicted in the film count as instances of love? If so, what sort of love is it? Defend your position. (Films 1, 3, 4, 5, 7, 8)

· Was the sexual activity or activities depicted in the film valuable? If so, in what way is it valuable? If not, in what way (or to what extent) is it not valuable? Defend your position. (Films 1, 2, 6, 7, 8)

Note that we are not asking for a film review: do not simply summarize the film or a part of the film. Make a claim and defend it. Feel free to borrow ideas from the readings or class (if you do, be sure to put it in your own words – no quotations!). Your paper will be graded in light of the following two questions: 
i. Does the paper demonstrate an understanding of the relevant material? 
ii. Does the paper contain a well-defended argument for a clearly stated thesis? 
Keep in mind that it is not the conclusion you come to, but how you get there that counts. 

Write clearly and concisely. Do not BS, wander, or free-associate. Use examples (whenever possible, try to think of your own). And, as a general rule, do not use big words. 
The essay must be 2 or 3 double-spaced pages (between 750-1000 words). Write only your full name in the upper right corner of the first page. Staple all of the pages together. Do not include a cover page.

Films: 

1. Last Tango in Paris *


5.   Harold & Maude

2. Sex, Lies, and Videotape

6.   Kids *

3. An Officer and a Gentleman 

7.   Damage

4. The English Patient 


8.   The Dreamers

(Films marked with an asterisk (‘*’) have racy, crude, or potentially offensive content.)
Guidelines:
· To repeat, we do not want a film review. We want a philosophical essay. If you aren’t sure what this means, ask us – we’d be happy to explain what we’re looking for in more detail.
· Make sure that your essay has a thesis. Your thesis is the overall point you are trying to establish in your essay. State your thesis so that it is easy to identify as a thesis (e.g., ‘I will argue that…’, ‘I believe that…’, or ‘My thesis is that…’). Avoid burying your thesis in the paper. (It should go in your introductory paragraph, which should clearly and very briefly (i) introduce the issue and (ii) state your thesis.)
· Write in the first-person (e.g., use pronouns such as ‘I’ and ‘my’): your claims are yours; own them!
· Be sure to explain everything in such a way that one of your intelligent friends who has never heard of the philosophy of sex and love would understand it. Your audience is an intelligent person who has seen the film but has little to no philosophy background.
